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Econ 449 - American Economic Mobility Over
Two Centuries

This bibliography contains readings relevant for Econ 400/Pubp 491. The bibliography is divided
into three main sections. The first two sections cover textbooks and articles useful for general under-
standing of the economics research process both in terms of economic analysis and economic writing.
The third section covers the articles and books related to the specific topics included in the course
outline in the syllabus. Readings that are required are designated with a . You will receive updates
in lecture as to which reading are required for the upcoming lectures. Note that this is a dynamic
document and may be updated with additional readings throughout the semester (or with readings
removed if the class decides to go into more depth on certain topics).

1 Recommended resources for reviewing econometric theory

e Angrist, J. D., & Pischke, J.-S. (2008). Mostly Harmless Econometrics: An Empiricist’s Com-
panion. Princeton university press

e Wooldridge, J. M. (2010). Econometric Analysis of Cross Section and Panel Data. MIT press

e Acock, A. C. (2008). A Gentle Introduction to Stata. Stata Press

2 Recommended resources for tips on economic writing

e Hamermesh, D. S. (1992). The young economist’s guide to professional etiquette. Journal of
Economic Perspectives, 6(1), 169-179

e Thomson, W. (2001). A Guide for the Young Economist. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press

e Berk, J., Harvey, C. R., & Hirshleifer, D. A. (2015). Preparing a Referee Report: Guidelines and
Perspectives. Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2547191 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139 /ssrn.25

e McCloskey, D. (1985). Economical writing. Economic Inquiry, 23(2), 187-222
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3.1

Articles and book excerpts for class

The Measurement of Modern Mobility and Inequality

e < Gottschalk, P. (1997). Inequality, income growth, and mobility: The basic facts. Journal of

3.2

Economic Perspectives, 11(2), 21-40

¢ Corak, M. (2013). Income inequality, equality of opportunity, and intergenerational mobility.
Journal of Economic Perspectives, 27(3), 79-102

¢ Chetty, R., Hendren, N., Kline, P., Saez, E., & Turner, N. (2014b). Is the United States still a
land of opportunity? Recent trends in intergenerational mobility. American Economic Review,

104 (5), 141-147

Chetty, R., Hendren, N., Kline, P., & Saez, E. (2014a). Where is the land of opportunity? The
geography of intergenerational mobility in the United States. Quarterly Journal of Economics,
129(4), 1553-1623

Chetty, R., Friedman, J. N., Saez, E., Turner, N., & Yagan, D. (2017). Mobility report cards:
The role of colleges in intergenerational mobility. Tech. rep., National Bureau of Economic
Research

Solon, G. (1992). Intergenerational income mobility in the United States. American Economic
Review, (pp. 393-408)

Mazumder, B. (2005). Fortunate sons: New estimates of intergenerational mobility in the United
States using Social Security earnings data. Review of Economics and Statistics, 87(2), 235-255

Quantifying Historical Mobility and Inequality

Long, J., & Ferrie, J. (2007). The path to convergence: Intergenerational occupational mobility
in Britain and the US in three eras. Economic Journal, 117(519)

& Long, J., & Ferrie, J. (2013b). Intergenerational occupational mobility in Britain and the US
since 1850. American Economic Review, 103(4), 1109-1137

¢ Feigenbaum, J. J. (2018). Multiple measures of historical intergenerational mobility: Iowa
1915 to 1940. Economic Journal, 128(612), F446-F481

Clark, G., & Cummins, N. (2015). Intergenerational wealth mobility in England, 1858-2012:
Surnames and social mobility. Economic Journal, 125(582), 61-85



John Parman

254 Tyler Hall Econ 449, Spring 2019
jmparman@wm.edu MWFEF 1:00-1:50pm
Office Hours: Mon 3pm-5pm/Thu 10:00am-noon 121 Tyler Hall

3.3

Tan, H. R. (2019). A different land of opportunity: The geography of intergenerational mobility
in the early 20th-century US

OOlivetti, C., & Paserman, M. D. (2015). In the name of the son (and the daughter): Intergen-
erational mobility in the United States, 1850-1940. The American Economic Review, 105(8),
26952724

Bertrand, M., & Mullainathan, S. (2004). Are Emily and Greg more employable than Lakisha
and Jamal? A field experiment on labor market discrimination. American Economic Review,
94(4), 991-1013

Milkman, K. L., Akinola, M., & Chugh, D. (2012). Temporal distance and discrimination: An
audit study in academia. Psychological Science, 23(7), 710-717

Clark, G., & Cummins, N. (2014). Intergenerational wealth mobility in England, 1858-2012:
Surnames and social mobility. Economic Journal, 125(582), 61-85

Clark, G. (2014). The Son also Rises: Surnames and the History of Social Mobility, vol. 49.
Princeton University Press

The Returns to Immigration

Abramitzky, R., & Boustan, L. (2017). Immigration in American economic history. Journal of
Economic Literature, 55(4), 1311-45

Carter, S. B. (2011). Americas first culinary revolution, or how the girl from Gopher Prairie
came to dine on egg fooyung. FEconomic Evolution and Revolution in Historical Time, (pp.
419-46)

Roy, A. D. (1951). Some thoughts on the distribution of earnings. Ozford Economic Papers,
3(2), 135-146

Borjas, G. J. (1987). Self-selection and the earnings of immigrants. American Economic Review,
(pp. 531-553)

Mokyr, J., & Gréada, C. 0. (1982). Emigration and poverty in prefamine Ireland. FEzplorations
in Economic History, 19(4), 360-384

Spitzer, Y., & Zimran, A. (2018). Migrant self-selection: Anthropometric evidence from the mass
migration of Italians to the United States, 1907-1925. Journal of Development Economics, 134,
226-247
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Long, J., & Ferrie, J. (2013a). British, American, and British-American social mobility: inter-
generational occupational change among migrants and non-migrants in the late 19th century.
Tech. rep., Working Paper

¢ Abramitzky, R., Boustan, L. P., & Eriksson, K. (2012). Europe’s tired, poor, huddled masses:
Self-selection and economic outcomes in the age of mass migration. American Economic Review,
102(5), 1832-1856

Chiswick, B. R. (1978). The effect of Americanization on the earnings of foreign-born men.
Journal of Political Economy, 86(5), 897-921

Borjas, G. J. (1985). Assimilation, changes in cohort quality, and the earnings of immigrants.
Journal of Labor Economics, 3(4), 463-489

Abramitzky, R., Boustan, L. P., & Eriksson, K. (2014). A nation of immigrants: Assimilation
and economic outcomes in the age of mass migration. Journal of Political Economy, 122(3),
467-506

The Assimilation of Immigrants

Bleakley, H., & Chin, A. (2004). Language skills and earnings: Evidence from childhood immi-
grants. Review of Economics and statistics, 86(2), 481-496

Cutler, D. M., Glaeser, E. L., & Vigdor, J. L. (2008b). When are ghettos bad? Lessons from
immigrant segregation in the United States. Journal of Urban Economics, 63(3), 759-774

Cutler, D. M., Glaeser, E. L., & Vigdor, J. L. (2008a). Is the melting pot still hot? Explaining
the resurgence of immigrant segregation. Review of Economics and Statistics, 90(3), 478-497

Edin, P-A., Fredriksson, P., & Aslund, O. (2003). Ethnic enclaves and the economic success
of immigrants - Evidence from a natural experiment. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 118(1),
329-357

Woolston, H. B. (1916). Rating the nations: A study in the statistics of opinion. American
Journal of Sociology, 22(3), 381-390

Moser, P. (2012). Taste-based discrimination evidence from a shift in ethnic preferences after
WWI. Ezplorations in Economic History, 49(2), 167-188

Abramitzky, R., Boustan, L. P., & Eriksson, K. (2016). Cultural assimilation during the age of
mass migration. Tech. rep., National Bureau of Economic Research
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Goldin, C. D., & Katz, L. F. (2009). The Race Between Education and Technology. Harvard
University Press

Go, S., & Lindert, P. (2010). The uneven rise of American public schools to 1850. Journal of
Economic History, 70(1), 1-26

Goldin, C. (1998). America’s graduation from high school: The evolution and spread of secondary
schooling in the Twentieth Century. Journal of Economic History, 58(2), 345-374

¢ Parman, J. (2011). American mobility and the expansion of public education. Journal of
Economic History, 71(1), 105-132

Clay, K., Lingwall, J., & Stephens Jr, M. (2012). Do schooling laws matter? Evidence from the
introduction of compulsory attendance laws in the United States. Tech. rep., National Bureau
of Economic Research

Mokyr, J. (1992). Technological inertia in economic history. Journal of Economic History,
52(2), 325-338

Goldin, C., & Katz, L. F. (1998). The origins of technology-skill complementarity. Quarterly
Journal of Economics, 113(3), 693-732

Goldin, C., & Katz, L. F. (1996). Technology, skill, and the wage structure: Insights from the
past. American Economic Review, 86(2), 252-257

Gray, R. (2013). Taking technology to task: The skill content of technological change in early
twentieth century United States. Ezplorations in Economic History, 50(3), 351-367

Goldin, C., & Margo, R. A. (1992). The great compression: The wage structure in the United
States at mid-century. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 107(1), 1-34

< Callaway, B., & Collins, W. J. (2017). Unions, workers, and wages at the peak of the American
labor movement. FEzplorations in Economic History

Collins, W. J., & Niemesh, G. T. (2018). Unions and the Great Compression of wage inequality
in the US at mid-century: Evidence from local labour markets. Economic History Review
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3.6 Race, Inequality and Mobility Over Time

3.7

Oliver, M. L., & Shapiro, T. M. (2006). Black Wealth, White Wealth: A New Perspective on
Racial Inequality. Taylor & Francis

Neal, D. (2004). The measured black-white wage gap among women is too small. Journal of
political Economy, 112(S1), S1-S28

Chetty, R., Hendren, N., Jones, M. R., & Porter, S. R. (2018). Race and economic opportunity
in the United States: An intergenerational perspective. Tech. rep., National Bureau of Economic
Research

Sacerdote, B. (2005). Slavery and the intergenerational transmission of human capital. Review
of Economics and Statistics, 87(2), 217-234

Dupont, B., & Rosenbloom, J. L. (2017). The economic origins of the postwar southern elite.
Explorations in Economic History

Ager, P., Boustan, L. P., & Eriksson, K. (2019). The intergenerational effects of a large wealth
shock: White southerners after the Civil War. Tech. rep., National Bureau of Economic Research

Collins, W. J., & Wanamaker, M. H. (2017). Up from slavery? African American intergenera-
tional economic mobility since 1880. Tech. rep., National Bureau of Economic Research

Reconstruction, Jim Crow and the Great Migration

Logan, T. D. (2018). Do black politicians matter? Tech. rep., National Bureau of Economic
Research

Baker, R. B. (2018). Finding the fat: The relative impact of budget fluctuations on African-
American schools. Ezplorations in Economic History

¢ Aaronson, D., & Mazumder, B. (2011). The impact of Rosenwald schools on black achieve-
ment. Journal of Political Economy, 119(5), 821-888

Carruthers, C. K., & Wanamaker, M. H. (2013). Closing the gap? The effect of private phi-
lanthropy on the provision of African-American schooling in the US south. Journal of Public
Economics, 101, 53-67

Rivkin, S., & Welch, F. (2006). Has school desegregation improved academic and economic
outcomes for blacks? Handbook of the Economics of Education, 2, 1019-1049
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Reardon, S. F., & Owens, A. (2014). 60 years after Brown: Trends and consequences of school
segregation. Annual Review of Sociology, 40, 199-218

Boustan, L. P. (2009). Competition in the promised land: Black migration and racial wage
convergence in the North, 1940-1970. Journal of Economic History, 69(3), 755-782

& Collins, W. J., & Wanamaker, M. H. (2015). The Great Migration in black and white: New
evidence on the geographic mobility of American Southerners. Journal of Economic History,
75, 947-992

Collins, W. J., & Wanamaker, M. H. (2014). Selection and economic gains in the Great Migration
of African Americans: New evidence from linked census data. American Economic Journal:
Applied Economics, 6(1), 220-52

Cities, Suburbs and the Geography of Opportunity

Cutler, D. M., Glaeser, E. L., & Vigdor, J. L. (1999). The rise and decline of the American
ghetto. Journal of Political Economy, 107(3), 455-506

Boustan, L. P. (2010). Was postwar suburbanization “white flight”? Evidence from the black
migration. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 125(1), 417-443

Baum-Snow, N. (2007). Did highways cause suburbanization? Quarterly Journal of Economics,
122(2), 775-805

Boustan, L. P., & Margo, R. A. (2009). Race, segregation, and postal employment: New evidence
on spatial mismatch. Journal of Urban Economics, 65(1), 1-10

Aaronson, D., Hartley, D., & Mazumder, B. (2017). The effects of the 1930s HOLC redlining
maps. Tech. rep., Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

Rothstein, R. (2017). The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of how our Government Segregated
America. New York, NY: Liveright

& Katz, L. F., Kling, J. R., & Liebman, J. B. (2001). Moving to Opportunity in Boston: Early
results of a randomized mobility experiment. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 116(2), 607-654

Ludwig, J., Duncan, G. J., Gennetian, L. A., Katz, L. F., Kessler, R. C., Kling, J. R., &
Sanbonmatsu, L. (2013). Long-term neighborhood effects on low-income families: Evidence
from Moving to Opportunity. American Economic Review, 103(3), 226-231
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3.9 Gender Gaps in Opportunities and Outcomes

De Vries, J. (1994). The Industrial Revolution and the Industrious Revolution. Journal of
Economic History, 54(2), 249-270

Wanamaker, M. H. (2012). Industrialization and fertility in the nineteenth century: Evidence
from South Carolina. Journal of Economic History, 72(1), 168-196

& Goldin, C. (1995). The U-shaped female labor force function in economic development and
economic history. Investment in Women’s Human Capital, (p. 61)

& Miller, G. (2008). Women’s suffrage, political responsiveness, and child survival in American
history. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 123(3), 12871327

Goldin, C., & Katz, L. F. (2002). The power of the pill: Oral contraceptives and womens career
and marriage decisions. Journal of Political Economy, 110(4), 730-770

¢ Bailey, M. J. (2006). More power to the pill: The impact of contraceptive freedom on women’s
life cycle labor supply. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 121(1), 289-320

Chadwick, L., & Solon, G. (2002). Intergenerational income mobility among daughters. Amer-
ican Economic Review, 92(1), 335-344

Ermisch, J., Francesconi, M., & Siedler, T. (2006). Intergenerational mobility and marital
sorting. Economic Journal, 116(513), 659-679
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