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Econ 400/Pubp 491 - American Economic
Mobility Over Two Centuries

This bibliography contains readings relevant for Econ 400/Pubp 491. The bibliography is divided
into three main sections. The first two sections cover textbooks and articles useful for general under-
standing of the economics research process both in terms of economic analysis and economic writing.
The third section covers the articles and books related to the specific topics included in the course
outline in the syllabus. Readings that are required are designated with a ♦. You will receive updates
in lecture as to which reading are required for the upcoming lectures. Note that this is a dynamic
document and may be updated with additional readings throughout the semester.

1 Recommended resources for reviewing econometric theory

• Angrist, J. D., & Pischke, J.-S. (2008). Mostly harmless econometrics: An empiricist’s compan-
ion. Princeton university press

• Wooldridge, J. M. (2010). Econometric analysis of cross section and panel data. MIT press

• Acock, A. C. (2008). A gentle introduction to Stata. Stata press

2 Recommended resources for tips on economic writing

• Hamermesh, D. S. (1992). The young economist’s guide to professional etiquette. The Journal
of Economic Perspectives , 6 (1), 169–179

• Thomson, W. (2001). A guide for the young economist . MIT Press

• Berk, J., Harvey, C. R., & Hirshleifer, D. A. (2015). Preparing a Referee Report: Guidelines and
Perspectives. Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2547191 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2547191

• McCloskey, D. (1985). Economical writing. Economic Inquiry , 23 (2), 187–222

3 Articles and book excerpts for class

3.1 The Measurement of Modern Mobility and Inequality

• ♦ Gottschalk, P. (1997). Inequality, income growth, and mobility: The basic facts. The Journal
of Economic Perspectives , 11 (2), 21–40
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• ♦ Corak, M. (2013). Income inequality, equality of opportunity, and intergenerational mobility.
The Journal of Economic Perspectives , 27 (3), 79–102

• ♦ Chetty, R., Hendren, N., Kline, P., Saez, E., & Turner, N. (2014b). Is the United States still
a land of opportunity? Recent trends in intergenerational mobility. The American Economic
Review , 104 (5), 141–147

• Chetty, R., Hendren, N., Kline, P., & Saez, E. (2014a). Where is the land of opportunity?
The geography of intergenerational mobility in the United States. The Quarterly Journal of
Economics , 129 (4), 1553–1623

• Chetty, R., Friedman, J. N., Saez, E., Turner, N., & Yagan, D. (2017). Mobility report cards:
The role of colleges in intergenerational mobility. Tech. rep., National Bureau of Economic
Research

• Mazumder, B. (2005). Fortunate sons: New estimates of intergenerational mobility in the United
States using Social Security earnings data. The Review of Economics and Statistics , 87 (2), 235–
255

3.2 Quantifying Historical Mobility and Inequality

• Long, J., & Ferrie, J. (2007). The path to convergence: Intergenerational occupational mobility
in Britain and the US in three eras. The Economic Journal , 117 (519)

• ♦ Long, J., & Ferrie, J. (2013). Intergenerational occupational mobility in Britain and the US
since 1850. American Economic Review , 103 (4), 1109–1137

• ♦ Feigenbaum, J. J. (2014). A new old measure of intergenerational mobility: Iowa 1915 to
1940. Unpublished Manuscript

• Clark, G., & Cummins, N. (2015). Intergenerational wealth mobility in england, 1858–2012:
Surnames and social mobility. The Economic Journal , 125 (582), 61–85

• ♦Olivetti, C., & Paserman, M. D. (2015). In the name of the son (and the daughter): Intergen-
erational mobility in the United States, 1850–1940. The American Economic Review , 105 (8),
2695–2724
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3.3 Structural Change, Mobility and Inequality

• Abramitzky, R., Boustan, L. P., & Eriksson, K. (2014). A nation of immigrants: Assimilation
and economic outcomes in the age of mass migration. Journal of Political Economy , 122 (3),
467–506

• ♦ Abramitzky, R., Boustan, L. P., & Eriksson, K. (2012). Europe’s tired, poor, huddled masses:
Self-selection and economic outcomes in the age of mass migration. The American economic
review , 102 (5), 1832–1856

• Abramitzky, R., & Boustan, L. (2017). Immigration in american economic history. Journal of
Economic Literature, 55 (4), 1311–45

• Mokyr, J. (1992). Technological inertia in economic history. The Journal of Economic History ,
52 (2), 325–338

• Gray, R. (2013). Taking technology to task: The skill content of technological change in early
twentieth century united states. Explorations in Economic History , 50 (3), 351–367

• Autor, D. H., Dorn, D., & Hanson, G. H. (2016). The china shock: Learning from labor-market
adjustment to large changes in trade. Annual Review of Economics , 8 , 205–240

• Goldin, C. D., & Katz, L. F. (2009). The race between education and technology . Harvard
University Press

• ♦ Parman, J. (2011). American mobility and the expansion of public education. The Journal
of Economic History , 71 (1), 105–132

• Goldin, C., & Margo, R. A. (1992). The great compression: The wage structure in the United
States at mid-century. The Quarterly Journal of Economics , 107 (1), 1–34

• ♦ Callaway, B., & Collins, W. J. (2017). Unions, workers, and wages at the peak of the american
labor movement. Explorations in Economic History

3.4 Racial Gaps in Opportunities and Outcomes

• Oliver, M. L., & Shapiro, T. M. (2006). Black wealth, white wealth: A new perspective on racial
inequality . Taylor & Francis

• Dupont, B., & Rosenbloom, J. L. (2017). The economic origins of the postwar southern elite.
Explorations in Economic History
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• Sacerdote, B. (2005). Slavery and the intergenerational transmission of human capital. The
Review of Economics and Statistics , 87 (2), 217–234

• Alston, L. J., & Ferrie, J. P. (2005). Time on the ladder: Career mobility in agriculture, 1890–
1938. The Journal of Economic History , 65 (4), 1058–1081

• Troesken, W. (2002). The limits of jim crow: race and the provision of water and sewerage
services in american cities, 1880–1925. The Journal of Economic History , 62 (3), 734–772

• ♦ Collins, W. J., & Wanamaker, M. H. (2015). The Great Migration in black and white: New
evidence on the geographic mobility of American Southerners. Journal of Economic History

• ♦ Aaronson, D., & Mazumder, B. (2011). The impact of Rosenwald schools on black achieve-
ment. Journal of Political Economy , 119 (5), 821–888

• Carruthers, C. K., & Wanamaker, M. H. (2017). Separate and unequal in the labor market:
human capital and the jim crow wage gap. Journal of Labor Economics , 35 (3), 000–000

• Boustan, L. P. (2009). Competition in the promised land: Black migration and racial wage
convergence in the north, 1940–1970. The Journal of Economic History , 69 (3), 755–782

• ♦ Hanushek, E. A., Kain, J. F., & Rivkin, S. G. (2009). New evidence about Brown v. Board of
Education: The complex effects of school racial composition on achievement. Journal of Labor
Economics , 27 (3), 349–383

• Aaronson, D., Hartley, D., & Mazumder, B. (2017). The effects of the 1930s HOLC redlining
maps. Tech. rep., Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

• Rothstein, R. (2017). The color of law: A forgotten history of how our government segregated
America. New York, NY: Liveright

• ♦ Katz, L. F., Kling, J. R., & Liebman, J. B. (2001). Moving to Opportunity in Boston: Early
results of a randomized mobility experiment. The Quarterly Journal of Economics , 116 (2),
607–654

• Ludwig, J., Duncan, G. J., Gennetian, L. A., Katz, L. F., Kessler, R. C., Kling, J. R., &
Sanbonmatsu, L. (2013). Long-term neighborhood effects on low-income families: Evidence
from Moving to Opportunity. The American Economic Review , 103 (3), 226–231
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3.5 Gender Gaps in Opportunities and Outcomes

• De Vries, J. (1994). The Industrial Revolution and the Industrious Revolution. The Journal of
Economic History , 54 (2), 249–270

• Wanamaker, M. H. (2012). Industrialization and fertility in the nineteenth century: evidence
from south carolina. The Journal of Economic History , 72 (1), 168–196

• ♦ Goldin, C. (1995). The U-shaped female labor force function in economic development and
economic history. Investment in Women’s Human Capital , (p. 61)

• ♦ Miller, G. (2008). Women’s suffrage, political responsiveness, and child survival in American
history. The Quarterly Journal of Economics , 123 (3), 1287–1327

• Goldin, C., & Katz, L. F. (2002). The power of the pill: Oral contraceptives and womens career
and marriage decisions. Journal of political Economy , 110 (4), 730–770

• ♦ Bailey, M. J. (2006). More power to the pill: The impact of contraceptive freedom on women’s
life cycle labor supply. The Quarterly Journal of Economics , 121 (1), 289–320

• Chadwick, L., & Solon, G. (2002). Intergenerational income mobility among daughters. The
American Economic Review , 92 (1), 335–344

• Ermisch, J., Francesconi, M., & Siedler, T. (2006). Intergenerational mobility and marital
sorting. The Economic Journal , 116 (513), 659–679
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